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?the small morsels of humanity which they displayed ^ith such care and pride. A pair of twin babies proved a great attraction to the guests. They were ?ao much alike that it would have taken the discerning glance of mother or nurse to distinguish the one from the other, had not the boy worn a dark red l'ibbon, and the girl a blue one. Their Royal Highnesses made a point of going to see them, so that in .years to come when " George " and " May " arrive at jears of discretion, they will be able to triumph over less lucky boys and girls, because not only have they heen named after the Duke and Duchess, but they ^an boast, that they were presented to Royalty within the first week of their existence.
HOSPITALS IN LUCK.
The Earl of Leicester has afforded yet another Practical proof of the interest he takes in the fine charitable institutions in his county. He has sent a donation of ?5,000 to the governors of the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital for the purpose of erecting a nurses' home. This makes no less then ?40,000 which he has TjuV*Ti899! nesday the two brakes were again filled with the staff! nurses, the rest of the probationers, and the assistant matron. The drive out was greatly enjoyed in lovely weather, and as each party arrived they were conducted by the Misses Lucas to the fruit gardens, there to help themselves ad lib. Then they proceeded to the hayfield, and it was a joyous sight to watch their happy faces whilst busily making hay, riding in the hay-carts, and some resting on hay-pillows in the shade. Tea, with fruit and cream, was provided under the trees, and most heartily enjoyed by everyone. Subsequently, a stroll was taken through picturesque'scenery to the pretty little thirteenth-century church, which is well worth seeing, one special feature being the beautiful and finely-carved oak screen. The The idea of an English musician composing a famous opera is always treated with so much incredulity and contempt by musical critics that when a composition by a native of England?even though he boasts an Italian name?is considered worthy of a place in Covent Garden the fact must not go unrecorded.
The second performance of " Messaline" took place on Wednesday, and the good impression as to the merits of Mr. Isidore de Lara's work which had been made last week was confirmed. One cannot help regretting that the plot of the play should be so exceedingly disagreeable, but apparently, for some strange reason, few musicians can become inspired to write grand harmonies unless they have an immoral theme to help them. Also on the first evening the superabundance of the kissing element was a little oppressive. Not only did the characters keep on singing about the delights of osculation, but they frequently, most frequently, put it into practice. The opera is in four acts, the second especially containing some beautiful music, while the last, both from a dramatic and musical standpoint, is wonderfully strong. The 'orchestration is at all times very suggestive, more particularly in the grand dark music representativeof Deathin the gladiator scene. Madame Heglon, a native of Brussels, who married at seventeen and lost her husband a year after, and then devoted herself to the operatic stage, is most capable in the role of the Empress; her acting is overwhelmingly passionate, and her voice is magnificent.
Because less has been heard lately about the wholesale slaughter of birds in order to obtain egret feathers for fashionable dames, we had begun to hope that the trouble had past, and I for one quite believed the milliners who met objections to the use of the delicate white sprays by the smiling assurance that they were not the " real" thing? they were all now made artificially. But, unfortunately, it 
